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T1 Honors Awards Assembly
BY MRS.  NIÑO & MRS.  FARIA 

While this year may look a little different, we are still making
sure to recognize the Trimester 1 honor award students. We
are aware of how hard our students are working on Zoom. Our
4th through 8th grade 1st and 2nd honor awards took place on
Friday, December 18th. It was a perfect way to kick-off the start
of our Christmas Break. Mrs. Nino was all decked out in her
holiday attire, while Mrs. Faria loudly rang her holiday bells
for all to hear and cheer! Our amazing student council
President, Sophia and our amazing student council Religious
Affair Officer, Emma, were both in attendance. Sophia
welcomed all the families, while Emma read a special prayer.
Both ladies began each award assembly. First up at 8:00 am
were the 4th and 5th grade awards. 
After that the 6th-8th grades joined with 
their families, friends and teachers. 
Overall we had a fun time 
celebrating all the hard work from 
trimester 1. Word on the campus 
is that they could hear 
Mrs. Faria’s cheering and bell 
ringing all the way 
down in the office.
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Get your glasses, this one is quite the read! 
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Character Awards
BY MRS.  NIÑO 

Every month we have an assembly for monthly characters awards. These awards are to recognize
students who exemplify a specific character for that month. We have been celebrating these character
awards for a couple of years. Students never know when they will be chosen, so it’s great to see how
excited they get when we call their names for this award. If you would like to see our past winners
please look at our instagram @beatitudes_bobcats.

Family Night Out
BY MRS.  WILLIS 

On November 10th, PAB hosted our first Family Night Out event at Panda Express and Yogurtland!
Despite the FREEZING cold weather (yes.. I know... 65 degrees is not freezing.. but we are from
California so anything below that requires scarves and beanies!!!), so many of our Bobcats came out to
support our fundraiser that we had lines out the door and around the corner! With your help, we were
able to raise $674.88!!! This will go towards the purchase of a filtered water bottle filling station for our
students! Thank you all for joining us and for your continuous. It was nice to see so many of our
families enjoying a meal together outside and we can’t wait to do it again soon!

Winter Staff Luncheon
BY MRS.  FARIA 

Every year the faculty and staff are treated to a holiday extravaganza. We knew that this year it would
look a little different. We celebrated on campus in a beautifully decorated hall, were treated to a box
lunch from Corner Bakery, participated in a fun White Elephant gift exchange (more on that later) and
bonded over hilarious games. The White Elephant gift exchange was all the rage as we were able to
“steal” (only once because of time constraints) gifts from each other. Some of us did steal from each
other! (continued on page 3)



Supherhero Julian Toy Drive
BY MRS.  VALENCIA 

Once again our Beatitudes family showed amazing support in our
annual Superhero Julian ToyDrive. It was a success thanks to you all! At
first we were worried because we thought we would not be able to do
our toy drive this year due to COVID.  But thanks to our Lord Father
we were able to continue this amazing cause which was started by Mrs.
Valencia’s very own nephew Julian, who fought cancer and a brain
tumor for 4.5 years. (continued on page 4)

(Winter Staff Luncheon continued from page 2) 
That was all part of the fun.  It was an even extra special day for Ms. Faria who celebrated her birthday
the same day as the faculty luncheon. Mrs. Nino even made her a special vanilla cake with strawberry
frosting. Once the gifts were opened, the celebration continued with music and some super fun games.
For the life of me I have no idea how Mr. V was able to win so many times. Was it rigged? Mr. Anthony,
Miss Susan and Miss Kristina had us in fits and giggles. I can’t remember the last time I had this much
fun! Mrs. Nino, in her Christmas attire, even got up and performed a little Christmas celebration dance
for the entire party! We all agreed we should get together some time for a game night. Phase 10
anyone? Overall, this was a great way for staff members from the church and the school to celebrate
the Christmas season at our annual Christmas Party. So many thanks go out to all the hard work of
those who helped to decorate the hall and order the food. It was a wonderful way to relax and have
some fun together as a Beatitudes family.

BOLS WINTER NEWSLETTER PAGE 03



(Superhero Julian Toy Drive continued from page 3)
Once again our Beatitudes family showed amazing support in our annual Superhero Julian ToyDrive. It
was a success thanks to you all! At first we were worried because we thought we would not be able to
do our toy drive this year due to COVID.  But thanks to our Lord Father we were able to continue this
amazing cause which was started by Mrs. Valencia’s very own nephew Julian, who fought cancer and a
brain tumor for 4.5 years.

Julian’s dad visited us on Zoom on Dec.4th to let all our Bobcats know that Beatitudes is a big part in
this toy drive. The majority of the toys and items donated come from our amazing school families. You
all have a special place in our hearts. Our hearts burst with joy, and we know Julian is extremely happy
in heaven knowing that his friends, the Bobcats, continue to donate toys even during this pandemic.

This year we put out tables in front of our beautiful Christmas tree. The Superhero Julian wooden sign
was placed by the tables (pictures available on IG). We also had some class of 2019 alumni, who are
now in their 2nd year of Confirmation, join us to help out with collecting the toy donations.

It was amazing to see all our school families enter, after getting their temp check of course, to donate
to this magnificent cause. We saw our students,  from TK to 8th grade drop off toys and items on the
Superhero Julian Toydrive table; this is what our school is truly about. There was so much joy,
calmness, kindness and love demonstrated as each one dropped off their donation.  

Over the Christmas break the donations were taken and dropped off at Kaiser Pediatrics and Oncology
Department where many children and teens were smiling because of your warmth, love and kindness.
Due to Covid, pictures were only allowed to be taken from outside the hospital.

Bobcats please know that you did a great deed and were disciples of Jesus. Your generosity meant a
great deal to everyone involved in this cause. Thank you all for continuing to bring smiles to many
children and teens during this pandemic, especially during the holiday season.
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Christmas Spirit Week
BY MRS.  VALENCIA 

Our First Ever Christmas Virtual Spirit Week was held no other
than by your Awesome Student Council. The Bobcats were in
full effect when it came to showing their holiday spirit.
Beatitudes had a theme for each day during our last week
before our well deserved Christmas Break. Student council
wanted to kick off the Christmas break with a fun virtual spirit
week. The days were full of holiday cheer. They came up with
the theme HO, HO, HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS...I wonder why?!
Oh of course! Because we are distance learning from HOME!

The week consisted of themed days:
Monday Dec. 14 | Students all dressed up as Santa and his
helpers. As the teachers and aides viewed their ZOOM classes
they noticed reindeer, elves, and all other Santa related
characters.
Tuesday Dec. 15 | We wished for a Winter Wonderland, which
we did see.  Everyone dressed in winter outfits, all glittery,
sparkly, fuzzy white and gold or silver gear. We all thought we
were going to make snow angels outside.
Wednesday Dec. 16 | So much fun was had WALKING AROUND
THE CHRISTMAS TREE. Once again while peeking through our
ZOOM windows we saw so many students dressed up like
Christmas Trees. We saw jingle bells, jingle hats, Christmas
light necklaces, garlands around students, and much, much
more. By the way, how many of you still can’t get that song out
of your head? “ROCKING AROUND THE CHRISTMAS TREE HAVE
A HAPPY HOLIDAY!” 
Thursday Dec. 17 | EEWWW Ugly Christmas Sweaters LOL, Just
kidding… All wore their ugly Christmas or Holiday Sweater. It
was so much fun to see all the creative sweaters you all wore
this day.
Friday Dec. 18 | OUR LAST FUN DAY to kick off our break. What
better way to celebrate than to wear your Christmas Pajamas
on this day. It was so nice to be cozy as we had a fun day
filled with activities and snacks.

Student Council hoped you all enjoyed this virtual Christmas
spirit week.  Can’t wait to see what you all wear for our next
Virtual Spirit Week!
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Christmas Program
BY MR.  KOCAL 

The 2020-2021 Beatitudes school year began with much uncertainty. Planning for events such as our
annual Christmas program amid a global pandemic proved to be challenging. At the start of the school
year, I was still holding on to hope that the Christmas program would be able to go on as it usually
does - our Bobcat family, together and in person, enjoying the luxurious accommodations of Marron
Hall! That all changed one Wednesday afternoon in mid-October during one of our weekly faculty
meetings. On the agenda, “Christmas program: Lead - Kocal” was listed and Mr. V asked me to come up
with alternative plans.

I brainstormed with other teachers, staff members, and friends for about a week. Many urged making
use of the outdoor tent. Others proposed doing a virtual concert over Zoom. Skipping the program
altogether - “The parents will understand” - was even suggested. As the music teacher, I have always
taken great pride in our Christmas program. It is such a wonderful way to celebrate the birth of our
Lord and is the highlight of the school year! Skipping it was out of the question.

Eventually a plan was settled upon and the project was set in motion. Songs were assigned to classes,
students made recordings of themselves singing their songs, and I used new (to me) software called
WeVideo to compile all the clips into the final videos that we all got to enjoy.

This year’s Christmas program featured six pieces - three religious, and three secular compositions. TK
and Kindergarten thrilled us with their exciting “Hallelujah! He is Born!”. The 1st and 2nd graders
partied it up as they were “Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree”. The 3rd and 4th graders got us into that
festive holiday spirit with their medley “Tis the Season”. The 5th and 7th graders graced us with some
beautiful harmonies in their challenging arrangement of “On a Night Long Ago”. The 6th and 8th
graders crooned out their jazz style version of “O Christmas Tree”. Lastly, the choir reminded us of the
true reason we celebrate Christmas in their performance of “Let Heaven and Nature Sing”.

It took special community effort to tackle an undertaking such as this school year’s Christmas program.
The Beatitudes of our Lord community truly is special. I am so grateful to all of you families for taking
this on with me. Thank you to Miss O and Mrs. Guerrero for helping bring the Christmas program to all
the families via social media and Flipgrid. Thank you especially to all of you parents and students who
had to learn new skills to complete this project! This was no small or easy task, but in the end, I believe
the result was something of which we can all be proud.



December Feast Days
BY MRS.  SANDSTROM AND MRS.  BARBA 

There are many ways that Catholics around the world celebrate our faith and the important people to
our faith. Throughout our religious history, Memorials, Feast Days, and Solemnities were designated
days in which we honored these special people, each with their own traditions, prayers, and
celebrations. A Memorial is a feast day in honor of a saint or a mystery of our faith. A Feast Day is a
day honoring a Saint, originally a Martyr who died for their belief in God. Their Feast Day is celebrated
on the anniversary of their death. And a Solemnity is usually the highest ranking Feast Day which
celebrates a mystery of our faith. 

Two such events, both centered around the Virgin Mary, occur in the month of December: The
Immaculate Conception, a Holy Day of Obligation is December 8, and the Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe is celebrated on December 12. Our Bobcats took time out of their busy schedules to discuss
and honor Jesus’s Mother in special ways.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Feast Day 
BY MRS.  GUERRERO 

n the 16th century, a man by the name of Juan Diego altered the
course of history in Mexico. The feast day of Our Lady of Guadalupe
(Dec. 12) recalls the appearance in 1531 of the Virgin Mary to Saint
Juan Diego. Hundreds of thousands of pilgrims travel to Mexico
City to venerate the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe on her feast
day.  To celebrate and honor this special day, our Phenomenal
Firsties read, The Beautiful Lady, Our Lady of Guadalupe. We
enjoyed reading this fascinating book!  In addition, students were
able to play Kahoot! which is a game-based classroom response system
played by the whole class. Students had a great time playing Our Lady
of Guadalupe Kahoot! in celebration of Hispanic and Catholic culture!
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Rising Stars
BY MR.  VILLEGAS 

The stars are certainly bright during this time of year and so are our Beatitudes students. We have
completed the second window of STAR testing and there has been tremendous growth. This time
around, we offered each family the opportunity to take the test in-person in the hopes that the
environment can provide the least amount of distractions and technical difficulties. Two major issues
that plagued our first go around of testing. 

After the first testing window that took place back in September, the teachers and staff pinpointed the
areas of strength and those that needed growth. As part of our commitment, our teachers and staff are
readily available in their enrichment/tutoring classes to help each and every child. These
characteristics are evident in our improved scores.  In STAR reading, Beatitudes dramatically increased
their score from 55 PR (Window 1) to 63 PR! Our Math score went from 64 PR (Window 1) to 65 PR which
is already the end-of-the-year benchmark goal!   

When other schools ask us how we are able to increase our scores during this ever-changing climate, I
give them this simple premeditated answer: “(Insert principal’s name here) here it is, my philosophy is
basically this and this is something I live by and always have and always will. Don’t ever for any
reason, do anything, to anyone, for any reason ever, no matter what, no matter where, or who, or who
you were with, or where you are going, or where you’ve been, ever, for any reason whatsoever” (-
Michael Scott, The Office). Who am I kidding. The simple answer is all the teachers and staff of this
school that treat this profession not as a job but a vocation. Keep it going Bobcat nation!
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STAR Testing
BY MRS.  GONZALEZ 

Our school has begun STAR testing for Window 2. STAR Assessments are short tests that provide
teachers with learning data. They are computer adaptive, which means they adjust to each answer a
student provides. This helps teachers get the best data to help our students in the shortest amount of
testing time (about one-third of the time other tests take). By pinpointing exactly what our students
know, teachers can personalize their practice to keep them growing. 

This testing window we wanted to try something new while maintaining our safety protocols in place.
Our parents were given the option to bring their students on campus to test in small groups or to test
virtually as they did in Window 1. 

When the first few groups of students arrived on campus, the teachers were overjoyed to finally see
students in their classroom. Some of us couldn’t contain our emotions. I myself shed a few tears. We
missed the chatter, the bonds, and the feeling of just having kids around. It was a nice change. Hearing
the students say “Oh, you’re the one that likes Dinosaurs.” Or, “Hey, I know you, I saw you on Zoom.”
They made that instant connection and we were glad to witness it. 

Students went right to work taking their STAR Early Literacy tests, Reading tests, and/or Math tests on
their devices. We helped calm nerves, assisted them with any technical difficulties, and reassured them
to try their best. It was all worth it! 

Although we just started our Window 2, we have received some validation in our test scores that
students are continuing to excel at home. Teachers are continuing to teach without skipping a beat.
We look forward to evaluating all of the test scores as they become available. Stay tuned for more
information on our STAR testing.
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Essesntial Workers Day
BY MRS.  ROSAS 

Catholic Schools Week hit the ground running with Monday being a 
day dedicated to appreciating all of our Essential Workers. With the 
current pandemic, there has been a lot of emphasis towards showing 
the love to our first responders, and rightfully so!!! For this special day, 
BOL students wanted to make sure that they not only shared some Bobcat 
love to our first responders but to all essential workers that have continued 
to work so hard throughout this pandemic. When the world seemed to slow 
down/shut down, it was our essential workers that kept it all going. From repair 
men and women, transportation drivers, grocery workers, and even our very own 
Mr. Anthony; these, and many more, were the essential workers in which we wanted 
to make sure we appreciated as a Bobcat Community. 

Teachers Tk - 8th took the opportunity to speak with students about what it means to be “essential” as
well as the importance of our essential workers, many who have always been on the frontline even
before this pandemic. Maybe you had repair work at your house; 6th - 8th grade thanked those
essential workers in construction and repair services as well as manufacturing and financial services
by making signs of gratitude in both english and espanol! “Gracias a todos los trabajadores
escenciales”, signs read along with messages of their appreciation and sacrifice. 5th grade had a
religion lesson that focused on essential workers and along with 4th grade made signs to thank the
people working in our transportation industry and postal services that delivered safely our holiday
cards and letters to Santa.  2nd and 3rd grade rallied together to show their appreciation to cleaning
personnel with special shout outs to Mr. Anthony, the man behind our beautifully cleaned and
sanitized classrooms and lunch areas. 

Maybe during this pandemic you took a quick trip down to the grocery store to stock up on toilet
paper (what was that about?) well, 1st grade took care of showing their appreciation for essential
workers that kept food coming into our homes from farm to market to table. Kindergarten read a book
about essential workers and talked about how some of their family members are essential workers and
why their jobs are so important. Finally, our TK class was asked to draw their thank you posters for our
health care providers and first responders. Everyone from doctors and nurses to police officers and
dentists that keep our smiles bright were thanked. We did our best to show our appreciation to all of
our essential workers and it is hard to say if we left someone out… but just in case, THANK YOU!!!
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Student Appreciation Day
BY MRS.  MULIADI  

On Tuesday of Catholic Schools Week, we had the chance to
celebrate our wonderful students on Student Appreciation
Day. They were treated to a day of fun filled with games and
activities. The kindergarten class took a virtual field trip to the
zoo and learned all about animals. Our second and third
graders were treated to breakfast with their teachers. They had
a great time socializing with their teachers and classmates,
even if it was done virtually. The upper grade students were
surprised with a chance to play video games with their
teachers. That was something the students never thought they
would get a chance to do at school, so that was a wonderful
surprise for them. Mrs. Nino’s students taught her how to play
Roblox and Mr. Hernandez played Fortnite with his students.
The fourth graders got a chance to play Among Us, and they
got to be the teachers teaching Mrs. Muliadi how to play. In
addition to all the fun activities of the day, the students were
treated to a “no homework” day from all the teachers. What a
great way to celebrate all of our wonderful students!

Clergy Appreciation Day
BY MRS.  SANDSTROM 

What makes Beatitudes of Our Lord School such a terrific
place to learn? Besides our wonderful families, committed
Faculty and Staff, we are truly blessed with the prayerful
support of our Clergy--Fr. Ed, Fr. Tony, Deacons Mike, Gene,
Paul, and soon-to-be Deacons (also known as Deacon Acolytes)
Bruce and Gregg.

During Catholic Schools Week we were able to show our
Clergy just a little bit of our gratitude by honoring them with
prayer boxes following our School Mass on Wednesday,
February 3. After a special prayer that was read by our Student
Council President, Sophia Aquino, the rest of our Student
Council presented their prayer boxes while the students on
ZOOM showed their appreciation with homemade signs!

It’s so special to see that Beatitudes of Our Lord is not just a
school or a church, we are a community!
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Staff and Teacher Appreciation Day
BY MR.  VILLEGAS 

On Thursday, Feb.4 we celebrated the “bread and butter” of the
school, our teachers and staff! From lesson plans to safety
procedure plans, they deserve every credit and much more
during this pandemic-driven school year. Not only are they
worried for the educational well-being of their students, they
also worry for the personal well-being of their own families.
Yet, they come in everyday to their classrooms to spend the
day with their students. It is the dedication of these
individuals that has helped make Beatitudes what it is today.   
  
To celebrate these awesome people, we needed more than just
one day.They were treated to a hearty breakfast on Thursday
by our student council and wrapped up the festivities with a
“taco-fabulous” luncheon on Friday. Thank you to the teachers
and staff of Beatitudes!

Bobcat Parent Appreciation Day
BY MISS OSEGUEDA 

After a week of celebrating our community, students, clergy
and staff, it was time to celebrate our Bobcat Parents! On
Friday, February 5th, our school morning assembly was pushed
back to 9am in hopes of providing our families with a little
more time to spend with each other. We encouraged our
families to spend their mornings having breakfast, and to send
the social media team pictures of their tasty morning. We
received so many pictures, which we posted on our IG Story. 

We also  hosted a parade! Our faculty and staff made posters
and cheered our Bobcat Family as they drove by. We also
provided each family with a Movie Night Snack Kit, and
randomly inserted Pizza Hut gift cards in three of those boxes. 

Congratulations Bailey, Cunanans and Hernandez Family! Hope
your movie night was spectacular! 



My name is Sharleen Graham and I am forty years young. I attended BOL from grades 1-8. At that time
we were proud to be the Beatitudes Vikings.  

BOL didn’t have a TK or a kindergarten class at that time. Sister Marianita was our principal and our
Pastor was Fr. Marron. The Ministry Center was a convent. The Small Hall everyone knows of right now
was the multipurpose room where we performed our Christmas programs, listened to student council
election speeches, conducted weekly Girl Scout meetings, and had gathered for the school wide
spelling bee. Marron Hall was formally our church where we would attend mass, the exact place where
I received the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist when I was in the second grade. Our
playground was located between the classroom building and Marron Hall. It was reserved for grades 1-
3. It consisted of a merry-go-round, swing set, monkey bars and a slide, which, I might add, were all
made of metal.  

Our beautiful church that we have today used to be a dirt field with patches of grass. It also had a
swing set and monkey bars but only the 7th and 8th graders were allowed on that field. Everyone else
had the entire parking lot which included one basketball court, two tetherballs, hopscotch and four
square courts.  

Beatitudes was my home away from home. My dad coached the boys’ sports when I was younger so I
became known as “Coach’s daughter” to all big kids. I remember going to so many flag football and
basketball practices. I would do my homework while he coached the boys and help with equipment if I
could.  

The only extracurricular activities that were available for students at that time were sports. We had flag
football and basketball for the boys and volleyball, basketball and softball for the girls. We had to wait
until we were in 6th grade to play and had to try out for the teams. I was very fortunate to make the
volleyball and basketball teams because I had no idea how to play those sports.  

Softball was my sport. My parents signed me up for Bobby Sox softball when I was in the 5th grade. I
think they signed me up purposely so I would have a basic idea of what to do when 6th grade softball
tryouts came around at BOL. Thank goodness for that! One of my favorite memories was playing
softball from 6th-8th grade at Beatitudes.  We made playoffs all three years and won the CYO
championship when I was in 7th grade. Such great memories indeed!  

I remember all my teachers when I attended Beatitudes. Each one has made an impression on my life.
But the ones that made the biggest impact were my middle school teachers. My 6th grade teacher, Mr.
G, my 7th grade teacher, Mrs. Romero, and my 8th grade teacher, Mrs. Dyer.  

ALUMNI CORNER
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I remember a couple of my friends and I asked Mrs. Dyer if she had any words of wisdom to share with
us before we graduated. “Kill with kindness,” she said to us. We looked at each other and laughed
because it seemed like a silly thing to say. She explained that there will be times in our lives when
people are mean and cruel to us. And when that happens remember to love like God loves us and to
treat others the way we want to be treated. Kill with kindness and let God take care of the rest.  

Beatitudes was a huge part of my childhood. I didn’t know it then but being a student at BOL became
the foundation of what my life is built on today. My faith in God, the community I was surrounded by
and the lifelong friendships I made has had an impact on my life. I have been able to keep in touch
with more than half of my classmates from Beatitudes. Four of them are godparents to my kids today.
  
I am blessed to have five incredible children. My older son, Shaun, graduated 8th grade here at BOL in
2018. He is now a junior in high school. The twins, Joseph and Keilani, will be graduating this year with
their classmates and my youngest girls, Anela (1st) and Kalea (TK) are just beginning their journey as a
Bobcat. I have been an active parent volunteer at BOL for many years now. I was a Den Leader for our
Cub Scout Pack for five years. Today, I am a room parent for the class of 2021, am a member of the
Parent Advisory Board and a coach for our sports teams. I loved the environment here at BOL when I
grew up as a kid and I hope that my kids will feel the same way when they are older.  

Bobcats, make the most of your time here at BOL. Be grateful for what God has given you, spread joy
and laughter every day, and smile often. Just because a person can’t see your smile behind a mask
doesn’t mean they can’t see it in your eyes or feel the warmth of your smile. Carpe diem!
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