
GRANDPARENT'S MASS
CIP PD
RED RIBBON WEEK

BEATITUDES OF OUR LORD

From the ghouls and ghosts roaming the halls

NEWSLETTER

MOTHER+SON DANCE

The 3rd Annual Mother and Son Dance was a
huge success! Moms and sons attended 5:30
mass together,  then headed to Marron Hall.
The hall was jam packed with moms,
grandmas, aunts and sons. They were dancing
to great tunes, taking funny photos at the
photo booth or had stunning photos taken by
Mr. Gonzalez, and eating delicious tacos from
the taco man. If a break was needed, that was
ok, games were set up outside for moms and
sons to play.  
 
The 8th Grade boys started the dance by
reading a special poem in honor of their
moms and presenting them with roses.
(continued on page 2)
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Mother + Son DanceI N  T H I S  I S S U E

8TH GRADE DEDICATION 
TO MARY
ST. FRANCIS BLESSING 
OF THE ANIMALS
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DIA DE LOS MUERTOS

by Mrs. Faria

IT'S IN THE STARS 
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THAN TO RECEIVE
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(continued from page 1) 

The first dance of the night was a dance specifically for the 8th Grade boys and

their moms.

 

Parent Advisory Board, with the help of our Room Parents, did a wonderful job

planning this event. This couldn't have been done without the support of our

amazing volunteers and school community! Thank you to all who worked

tirelessly to make this event so special!
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8th Grade Dedication to mary

Wearing their Wednesday best, the Eighth Grade class dedicated their year to
Mary during a special school Mass. After communion, the students sang a
special song and laid flowers in front of the statue of Mary located in the
church. The 8th Graders did a wonderful job leading the school mass. It was
        great seeing so many 8th Grade parents in attendance. 
 
                 After Mass, students, along with their parents, were able to take 
                   pictures in front of the statue of Mary.
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by Ms. Faria



St. Francis of Assisi is the patron saint of the environment and
animals. We celebrate his feast day on October 4th. The First
Grade class held a prayer service and assisted Deacon Gene
with the blessing of our animals represented by stuffed animals
or pictures. The First Graders each read a part of the blessing.
They each drew a picture of the animal to be blessed or of a
caretaker of our beautiful earth. Deacon Gene sprinkled holy
water on all of us and our animals. Thank you Firsties for the
wonderful St. Francis prayer service and reminder of how
important animals are to us.
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St. Francis blessing of the animals

On October 6 our Kindergarten class came together to celebrate Mass. This was
a great opportunity for our Beatitudes community, our Kindergarten students
and their families, to share their faith together. Some of our very own
Kindergarten students (Saydee, Jacob, Chloe and her parents) participated in
the celebration of the Mass by presenting the gifts. At the end of Mass, families
were welcomed to Maron Hall for delicious pastries and drinks. 
 
Thank you to all our parent volunteers and the families that made this event
possible. A special thanks to our Kindergarten room moms- Mrs. Katzman and
Mrs. Maluyo for your continued support to our class! As a school, one of our
goals is not just to educate but to make life-long disciples of Christ. We can’t
wait to see you all at our next family Mass!

Family mass! K-Led
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by Mary Forrest

by Mrs. Gonzalez



On October 12 the Year 2 First Communicants attended the Rite of Welcome

Mass at 5:30pm. The parents repeated a part of the Baptism rite on their child by

placing a sign of the cross on their forehead, eyes, ears, hands, heart and feet.

This rite symbolizes the passing of faith to the child and renews the parent’s

commitment to help the children grow in their faith. Father Ed led this beautiful

celebration and the Parish welcomed the children by praying over them and

their families. Please keep these children in your prayers as they continue their

faith journey this year.

Respect life week
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For the first time ever, Beatitudes participated in the Archdiocesan-wide Respect

Life Week! It is organized by the Office of Life, Justice, and Peace and the

Department of Catholic Schools. Respect Life Week ran from October 14-18, and if

you are wondering what it’s all about, it’s all in the name. The week’s focus is on

how students can show mercy to all individuals, in particular those in our

community who are weak or vulnerable. An array of topics were discussed in

their classrooms such as loving our neighbors, recognizing life is a gift, and

caring for those in need. The goal of the lessons was to open students’ hearts and

minds to grow in compassion for all people. As a community, it is our duty to

instill these values in our children so that throughout their lives they may show

compassion for their struggling brothers and sisters.

Rite of welcome
by Mary Forrest

by Mr. Villegas
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On October 16, we joined as a community and school to celebrate Grandparent's

Day Mass. The 5th Grade students participated in the mass by reading a

touching poem for their grandparents, reading the prayers of intentions, and

presented the gifts. The 5th Graders sang a beautiful song for grandparents

during the reception. The best part was to see how happy the grandparents

were during our celebration. They enjoyed mass and had a great time during the

reception held in Marron Hall as well!

On October 18 our students had a day off, but teachers headed to St. Raymond's

in Downey for a day of learning. We are always trying to improve our methods,

sharing what we have tried in class, our successes and difficulties). From that

openness, teachers have the opportunity to learn from a fellow attendee too. This

time the PD focused on Math discourse, specifically on developing a culture in

which students are not only able to solve a problem, but  also feel

comfortable explaining the process they used to arrive at the solution.

Grandparent's Day mass
by Mrs. Nino

cIP Pd
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by Miss O



This year at Beatitudes we observed Red Ribbon Week on Monday, October 28th

through Thursday October 30th. Student Council was in charge of the festivities

and activities for all students during this week. Students were taught why we

place red ribbons around the school and why we partcipate in this week as well! 

 

We observe Red Ribbon Week to remember the life of the brave drug

enforcement officer Enrique Camarena who gave his life to save people from the

dangers of drugs. This officer was very well respected and people wanted to

show support for his life's work and cause.

 

Students at Beatitudes of Our Lord School supported Red Ribbon Week this year

by dressing up in different themes throughout the week. We had "The Happiest

Place to be Is Drug Free", "Stand Together Against Drugs", and "Shade Out

Drugs." Classes had a friendly competition, with  Kindergarten, Third Grade, Fifth

Grade and Seventh Grade winning for dressing up all three days! We enjoyed

seeing the students participate by dressing up each day.  Students who wore

their "Friends Don't Let Friends Bully or Do Drugs" bracelets received a raffle

ticket, and we had a couple of winners win Red Ribbon Week raffle prizes.

 

Beatitudes also had some visitors talk about the importance of living a healthy

life and being "DRUG FREE!" The famous Officer McGruff came by to remind our

little ones to "SAY NO!" Officer McGruff also danced with the students from TK-3.

Officer Cipres spoke with 4th-8th Grade. Steve Gehrig, a former Beatitudes

parent who has retired from working in the prison system, came by to speak to

Grades 6-8 about the consequences people can face if they don't live a healthy,

drug-free life. Our middle schoolers learned a lot from his presentation.

 

Overall Student Council made Red Ribbon Week a memorable one for the

students at Beatitudes.
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Red ribbon week
by Mrs. Valencia
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El Dia de los Muertos, or Day of the Dead, is an ancestral tradition established by

the Indians from Mexico and Central America. They believe that in this particular

day, every year our loved ones that pass away will come back to visit us. They

prepare their favorite food and drinks to welcome them. Indians made ofrendas

with cempasuchil flowers to show them the way back to the living world. When

the Spaniards conquered Mexico and Central America, they introduced or

converted the indians into Catholicism. With this, they made a fusion of both

traditions with religion and became what is now known as “Dia de los muertos”,

which we celebrate every November 2nd. Spaniards incorporate the catholic

symbols into the ofrendas like: Crucifix, images of Saints, images of the Virgin

Mary, and now we put pictures of our loved ones. Even though we always

remember, this particular day is to honor them. 

 

Last Year here at Beatitudes School, we started a tradition to put an ofrenda, or

altar, de muertos. The middle schoolers made ofrendas for their Spanish class.

They included the whole school and asked students to bring a picture of their

loved ones that have passed to place on the altar.   

 

This year Father Ed wanted to incorporate the ofrenda, or altar, de muertos in

church, this way the Beatitudes community could participate by bringing a

picture or an image and placing them in the altar as well.

Dia de los muertos
by Mrs. R

Students spent the day in their school famil ies, participating in fun Day of the Dead themed activit ies and

watching the movie Coco! 



Although we were ready to show off our costumes outside, because of the fires

and the less-than-ideal air quality, we made a last minute move into Marron Hall.

It turned out pretty well! The kids were excited to see all the costumes, and to

find out who had won the costume contest. Dare we say it was the wildest day

of the year so far?

 

After morning assembly, Student Council went into each classroom to

individually select winners; later, they convened and chose winners as a group.

We saw some super creative, crafty, and funny costumes!

 

The contest was broken up into three groups:  TK-2nd, 3rd-5th, and 6th-8th, and

included five categories: Cutest, Funniest, Best, Best Group, Best Overall and

Most Original/DIY Costume. We were thrilled  to see so many Bobcat students

participate! We're definitely doing it again next year.

 

Thank you to all the room parents that came through and made the classroom

parties possible. We value your time, and your effort. There were pumpkins,

balloons, streamers, and so many sweet, delicious snacks. Yum! Next year, 

it'll be even more spooktacular!!
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Halloween
by Miss O
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From Sept.4-17, the first testing window for STAR occured. It is comparable to

that of the state test in public schools. If you are not familiar with STAR, let us

explain. Mr. DNA will explain! Sorry, having flashbacks of Jurassic Park. There are

three testing windows and one which is taken nationwide in all of the

archdioceses. As noted in one of our past Instagram posts, “the STAR tests adapt

and adjust to each answer your child provides. It’s a great method for teachers

to pinpoint what students already know and what they are ready to learn next.

It’s also a tool that can monitor growth and a way to guide each student on his

or her unique path to mastery.”

 

The Archdiocese has set a STAR benchmark Percentile-Rank (PR) score of 65. For

all STAR test, every school’s goal is to be AT or ABOVE the score of 65 PR, and

our kids did just that!  Beatitudes achieved a STAR Reading score of 65 PR and

Math score of 69 PR. What is even more amazing is that this was accomplished

right after summer break in which students still have those “summer blues.” It’s

an awesome feat! Way to exercise those brain muscles of yours Bobcats!

Every year during the month of November, Beatitudes starts the Adopt-a-School

program. In the season of Thanksgiving, this is a program that we take pride in

knowing that we as a school are helping others achieve the goal of teaching kids

to be life-long disciples of Jesus. Unfortunately, some schools do not have the

resources and the means to accomplish such a goal. This is where Beatitudes

comes in. We are so blessed as a community,  that we have an opportunity to

help those in need. 

 

This year, we will be adopting is St. Francis of Assisi Elementary School located in

Los Angeles. (continued on page 10)
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It's in the stars
by Mr. V
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It's better to give than to receive
by Mr. V



(continued from page 9)

Unfortunately, their current enrollment is around 90

students, from TK-8th Grade. Their principal,  Mr.

Claro Nunez, is working very hard to keep the school

operational with the little resources he has.

Beatitudes has shared St. Francis’ wish list with you

in past Tuesday memos, and on our social media

accounts. If you are donating, please bring in the

items before Thursday, Nov.14.  They are accepting

gift cards as well. Thank you for helping St. Francis of

Assisi Elementary School.

Our first Alumni that we will spot light is Vittorio Avila-Reynoso. Vittorio attended

Beatitudes during the 8th Grade in 2012-2013. While at Beatitudes,  Vittorio

participated on the Volleyball team and was on the Boys Basketball team, which

won a Championship. Currently, Vittorio is living in Princeton, New Jersey. He is a

member of the Men’s Basketball Team at Princeton University. He is a senior and

set to graduate in the spring of 2020 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Economics.

Vittorio plans to play his final year of basketball at Princeton and work towards a

masters in Finance.

 

When asked what made Beatitudes special to him, Vittorio said, “The community

and family environment. Our small classroom size made it possible for all of us to

get to know one another really well. Coming from a different school, it made me

feel right at home.” Vittorio also said that Beatitudes prepared him for the future

by “giving him a strong foundation and a great group of friends I could trust

them, and I am still-” (continued on page 11)

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 9 I S S U E  3

P A G E  1 0

alumni Spotlight
by Mr. Hernandez
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(continued from page 10) "-friends with them to this day. Especially after coming

from a public school it was great to have the feeling of a whole community

supporting me, feeling that helped me a lot.”

 

The teachers on campus helped Vittorio adjust by always being eager to help

him with any questions he had. When asked what advice he had for our current

Bobcats Vittorio said “Work hard and have a plan of how you want your future to

go, although the plan you have imagined may not come true, just following a

plan is very important. This long-term thinking will pay off and is definitely

worth it.”
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November 14

Family Night Out- Panda Express/Yogurtland

 

November 15

1st Trimester Ends

 

November 17

Family Mass celebrated by 1st Grade

 

November 20

Thanksgiving Mass celebrated by 3rd Grade

 

November 20-22

Parent Teacher Conferences

 

November 22

No school

 

November 23

VIRTUS Protecting God's Children Class

 

November 25-29

Thanksgiving Break

 

December 1

Advent

 

December 6

Honor Roll Assembly 

Upcoming Events
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Follow us
Beatitudes of Our Lord School
@BOLSPride
Beatitudes_Bobcats
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